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TO THE READER. 


'Th E conſequences of Irreligion upon thoſe 
great principles, which form the baſis of Pub- 
lic Security, are ſuch as demand the moſt full 
and profound inveſtigation, In obedience, 
however, to the ſolicitude of ſome requeſts, 
and beauſe I feel that at this particular periodꝰ 
compliance becomes a duty, I ſubmit the ſol- 
lowing thoughts to the Public. At a future 
moment, I hope to lay before them a more 
extenſive view of the Subject: this is but a 
Declaration of Hoſtilities againſt the liberti- 
niſm of mock Philoſophy. The charms of 
Vice, the ſeduction of Example, and the ſub- 
tilty of Scepticiſm arrayed in all the energy 
and embelliſhments of Style, are the com- 
bined Supporters of Irreligion, which I ſee 
riſe menacingly before me. But on what 
ground do they eſtabliſh it? On the total 
overthrow of Reaſon; for it is more than 


Folly 


Another moſt daring Outrage has been offered to the 
ſacred Perſons of their Majeſties. 


7 4 — 
5 8 — 
— —— — — * 
** PI 4 * — 4 

- PROY 
— an - — FX. * — 


r 
1 »- — — — — — 


9 $4 
4 . 
PI — . — - 
& - - Y 


— — 
— * —— 
— * 


(iv) 
Folly, it is Madneſs and Crime, hurling de- 
ſtruction at all the beautiful orders, propor- 
tions, and relations oſ Society. An inſenſi- 
bility to a ſyſtem ſo fraught with calamity and 
crime, and ſo contagious, muſt indicate a 
mortal gangrene of the Mind. 


A SERMON, Ge. 


xxxv11 PSALM, 36 37 verſes, 


dt I MYSELF HAVE SEEN THE UNGODLY IN GREAT 
F POWER AND FLOURISHING LIKE A GREEN BAY-TREE 
& ;: WENT BY, AND LO HE WAS GONE, I SOUGHT HIM 
„K zUT HIS PLACE COULD NO WHERE BE FOUND, ” 


* 


How lively! But how awful! is this re— 


preſentation, which pleads to us with all the 


energy of example. It is the portrait of man 
fallen through impiety. We look farther, and 
behold, it is the picture of Nations, we diſ- 
cover the decline of religion followed by the 
diflolution of States. Yet what avails this 
ſacred record of truth to day? who hearkens 
to this warning voice, though confirmed by 
what profane hiſtory proclaims from the Crea- 
tion to this moment—that the civil and reli- 
gious exiſtence of Nations is inſeparable, that 
the ſtroke which ſhocks the one pervades the 
other: ſap Religion and you ſap the State. 
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In this age and country, it may perhaps 
be faid, immorality grows up with civilized 
luxury at home, or is introduced by poliſhed 
depravity from abroad. Be it admitted. Nay, 
be it further admitted, that were this or any 
other Nation, even more degraded, and as much 
endangered by immoral groſfneſs, as it is by 
corrupt refinement: there 1s, however, a ram- 
part to check, and a power to repel the in- 
eurſions of vice. There is, thank Gop, a ſyſ- 
tem that gives new force to old virtues; it is 
the pure and ſimple precepts of Chriſtianity. 


But if the diſctples of philoſophy in thoſe 
Empires, that have fallen, far ſurpaſſed the 
profeſſors of Chriſtianity, in thoſe which exiſt, 
we have indeed reaſon to be alarmed: it is 
high time to riſe up, to watch and pray to the 
Great Ruler of events againſt a ſimilitude of 
fate. Neither will the God of mercy be deaf 
to our prayers, nor dull to our exertions. Let 

us then be ardent, be inſtant, for the ſtake is 
momentous. It is our cv and religious welfare ; 
our temporal and eternal intereſts; it is out 
happineſs here and hereraſter. 


Menaced as theſe are, let us adopt in purſuit 
of moral remedies, the found practice in phy- 
ſical complaints; let us follow the diſorders 
to their ſource, and there combat for the cure. 

[ 


A. 
I ſhall therefore—F1xsr trace the preſent cau- 
ſes of the decline of religion, and ſtrip them 


of their maſk of pretended philoſophy to diſco- 
ver their real ſpirit of Libertiniſm. SECONDLY, 


I ſhall point out the reſembling traits be- 


tween the old and this new philoſophy. And, 
THIRDLY, I ſhall hold up to view the effects of 
theſe ſyſtems upon their reſpective States: and 


{hall then conclude by an immediate applica- 
tion to ourſelves. 


Fissr, then, let us view the cauſes of the de- 
celine of religion, in the mock claims of this age 
to philoſophy. —When we caſt our eyes upon 
the philolophers of old, we behold them, through 
reſpect for public worſhip and eſtabliſhed faith, 
playing in the Temples of Paganiſm the part 
of devotees. But when we view the pretend- 
ed philolophers of our time, we ditcover them, 
in contempt of eſtabliſhed religion, counter— 
feiting in the midſt of Chriſtianity the character 
of Atheiſts. I fay counterfeiting, becauſe, 
that there are Libertines, who with to impoſe 
upon and triumph over virtue, cannot alas! 
be denied; but that there are Atheiſts is as ab- 


furd, as that the Heavens and Creation do not 
exiſt. 


Man may deceive himſelf, and wiſh to be 
ineredulous; becauſe to extinguiſh religion is 
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to give new fire to his paſſions. But when is 
he ſo dazzled by the rays of his philoſophy as 
to pretend toconclude, like the fool in his heart, 
that there is no God? When does he begin 
to think of doubting about another exiſtence ? 
When ?—Why at the moment that it becomes 
his intereſt, that all his hopes and fears cloſed 
with this life, and that the Supreme Being, 
were himſelf annihilated. But far 1s infidelity, 
and its accomplice Libertiniſm, far from having 
the leaſt ſubſiance, or ſhadow of reaſon. 'They 
riſe upon a threefold baſis of corruption, 


iſt.—A vain ſpirit of Singularity : 
2dly.—A diminutive ſentiment of Pride: 


gdly.—A principle of Intereſt, Deſpair, 
and Prejudice: 


all aſſuming, and degrading, the name of Phi- 
loſophy. But let us examine theſe cauſes of 
modern Infidelity. 


Firſt, I have ſaid that incredulity is formed 
upon a ſpirit of Singularity—And why? in or- 
der to have the ridiculous advantage not to think 
as others think, to ſay what nobody has ſaid, 
and to contradict that which all the world ſays: 
in order to form a religion of fantaſy, a divi- 
nity according to ſenſe, a Providence quite ar- 
bitrary and fuch as conception may paint it. 

Thie 
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This vain ſpirit eredis for itſelf chimerical ſyſ- 
tems which it eſtabliſhes or overturns according 
to the humour that prevails; rejecting to day 
what it ſupported yeſterday, and through the 
deſire of controlling God never of accord with 
itſelf. Such is the incredulous man through 
the ſpirit of ſingularity. 
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1 

Secondly, what is he when poſſeſſed of 3H 
a ſentiment of Pride? contradictory, caprici- ip 
ous, and haughty, he will not humble himſelf 1 
to ſubject is reaſon to the word of God, though 180 
in a thouſand temporal affairs he confeſſes he bt 


has need to be conducted by the opinions of 


man; avowing humbly his inſufficiency as to 13 
what regards the little ſecrets of nature, and 4 
deciding with hardineſs when there is queſtion my 


— 


of the ſublime myſteries of the Creator. 


But, in the Third place, when prompted by 
a principle of Intereſt, and driven on by Deſpair, 
then it is that the Libertine is alarmed and 
catches at incredulity for repoſe. His conſei— 
ence importunes him, his p/caſures trouble him, 
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4 
and religion—like an avenging ſpirit, ries be- 1 3 
fore him in his deſigns. Its laws frown me- 130 
nacingly upon his crimes, and in the ſolitary 1 f 
gloom of night, flaſhing like characters of fire 11 
acrofs his troubled ſenſe, they write guilt up— — 
on his tortured foul. Then it is, that torn by 44 
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remorſe, and hurried on by deſpair, he plunges 
from horr-r into infidelity. 


In fine, let us view this man incredulons 
through Prejudice. In every other point he pi- 
ques himſelf to be prepoſſeſſed upon nothing: 
and in matters of religion he is prejudiced upon 
all. Propoſe to him revelations founded on 
tradition the moſt ancient, and the moſt con- 
ſtant, confirmed by the conviction of miracles, 
ſigned with the blood of Martyrs, witneſſed by 
the authority of the moſt wiſe, corroborated by 
the teſtimony of friends and enemies, and ſub- 
ſtantiated by the belief of entire Nations, all 
this makes no impreſſion upon him. Nay pro- 
poſe to him even a ſingle precept of the gof- 
pel, a maxim of morality marked by its very 
purity as with the finger of God himſelf, he 
will not admit it without the ſevereſt criticiſm. 
But propoſe to him the ravings and vain fan- 
taſies of ſome new Philoſopher, who would re- 
gulate the world according to his whims, there 
is what this grand genius, this ſoaring diſci- 
ple of modern Philoſophy, meditates profound - 
ly; what he maintains obſtinately, and to 
what he would die a Martyr. 


If the ſons of genius be indeed amongſt 
thoſe men, the brightneſs of their intelligence 
is dimmed to us; we lee it acroſs the tears of 

religion 


n 


religion. We wiſh however to pay a tribute 
even to the claims upon ſuperior intelleq: yet 
here alas! it muſt be to deplore its inſtability 
or ſubmiſhve credulity. But if theſe men have 
not wholly loſt the exalted diſtinftions of 
mind, and be not chained as it were by the 
chimeras of madneſs, we ſhall invoke their at- 
tention. 


Upon the points of Atheiſm and Infidelity, 
we have hitherto ſkirmiſhed with them. Let 
us now meet them on the great queſtion of 
Chriſtianity, againſt which is dire&ted their 
grand attack. Would that the limits of this 
place did not preſcribe limits to our defence! 
But we challenge forth their ſtrongeſt charges 
againſt chriſtianity. What are they? Do they 
ſay that it was eſtabliſhed by our Saviour, as 
the Roman ſtate was by Numa? he pretended 
that all his inſtitutions were under the direc- 
tions of the Goddeſs Egeria, and the people 
received them. Do they ſay that it reſembles 
the religion of Mahomet? he formed it for civil 
purpoſes, and acquired power. Oh chriſtian- 
ity! how different ihy purſuits, how divinely 
pure art thou, formed for heavenly purpoſes 
and to renounce power. Let thy enemies but 
turn to thy goſpel, and there bluſh at their own 
ſyſtems and falſehood, touched, won, and 
pardoned by thy mild and ſublime morality. 
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Should, however, the Philoſophers of to day 
ſtill labour under the impreſſion, that the goſpel 
's but the viſions of enthuſiaſm, or fables of 
impoſture, let us endeavour to undeceive them. 
Had not the Meſſiah means to faſcinate his con- 
temporaries into implieit confidence of his mif- 
ſion, and an abject credulity of his power? 
But he was far ſuperior to ſuch means. The 
facts by which he addreſſed their conviction were 
ofa nature the moſt auguſt. They were ſuch as 
far ſurpaſſed all the dexterity of contrivance— 
they were his Reſurrection, his Aſcenſion. 
Theſe are the awful inſtances of power, that 
exhibited at once the proofs of omnipotence 
and the execution of a Deity. Here are no 
deluſions of fancy, no dreams of enthuſiaſtic 
infatuation, ſubtilties of artifice, nor frauds 
of impoſition. They were not appeals 
to the tumultuous warmth of an impaſ- 
ſioned imagination, they were objects ad- 
dreſſed to the unerring ſenſe, ſealed with the 
evidence of miraculous power. The blind ſaw, 
the deaf heard, the dumb ſpoke, the dead aroſe, 
the raging ſea was ſtilled: well then might the 
enemies of chriſtianity cry out, in the agonies 
of reſentment and apprehenſions of deſpair, this 
man does many miracles, if we let him alone, 
all men will believe in him. 


What ſay then his accuſers to day? Let 
them 


(13 1] 


them come forth and I ſhall put before them 
the operation, the extent, and the objects of 
his power, I ſhall entreat then to examine with 
the moſt rigid reſearches of animoſity his paſt life 
and his future views, and 1 ſhall then call on 
them for an anſwer; and on this very anſwer, 
and the pure ſimplicity of his do&trine, ſhall I 
reſt the refutation of their charge. But I fear 
alas! it is vain to attack the incredulous liber- 
tine thus; for what is his reſource when 
proofs preſs hard upon him? To eſcape defeat 
he flies to a ſpirit of raillery. Solid reaſon can- 
not faſten to conviction thoſe ſhiſting ſpirits in 
all their malignant turns. He anfwers by a 
word of wit, or piquant ſatire, by a tale of 
happy invention, or a lively ſally flaſhing ſrom 
his imagination, all the ſolid truths addreſſed to 
his conviction. 


Hearken to the depraved artifice of theſe 


men, when they aſſert that all religion to day 


is appearance, and that corruption is univer— 
fal. Good God! if this be true, we ſhould de- 
plore and correct it ; but whether true or falſe, 
does this ſrightful opinion of the human race 
contain their juſiification? Can the depravity 
of one palliate the guilt of another, or quiet 
the Scorpion ſtings in their breaſt? Oh let us 
in compaſſion to them inatch them from error; 
let us firip it of its deluſions, and its hideous 
form 


t 4 J 


form ſhall make them turn aghaſt. Their con- 
ſcience ſhall alarm them even by its whiſpers, 
when they contemplate the effects of their own 
ſyſtem. | 


Let them, but for one moment, conſider in- 
credulity in the Supreme Being as univerſal. 
Let them conſider but a ſingle State, where 
there was neither Sovereign Power nor Ruler, 
and what muſt be its condition? In full impu- 
nity every man would be maſter to undertake 
for his intereſt whatever he preferred. But as 
the intereſts of one perſon rarely accord with 
the intereſts of another, what muſt enſue from 
hence? Wars perpetual, diſſentions eternal, 
robbery univerſal. Every man muſt have his 
arms always in his hands for the defence of his 
property and his life: private quarrels would 
be revenged by murder, confuſion muſt be- 
come general, and the overthrow total. I draw 
the picture but of a fingle-State, whereas this 
impious man would extend it, and furniſh the 
Univerſe as the original when he combats the 
exiſtence of a God. Are not theſe effects ſuf- 
ficient then to rouſe us againſt the cauſe? the 
ſham Philoſophy of the day. Should they not 
attach us with tenfold force to the ſyſtem of 
chriſtianity ? If once the altar be undermined, 
the Throne and the Nation muſt be ſwallowed 


in the abyſs: and their place be no where 
found.“ 
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found.” Who is there then that feels a ſpark of 
love for God and his country, that will not reject 
with horror this dangerous and pretended Phi- 
loſophy. But we ſhall convince you further, 
while we ſhew as our sECOND point, that 
the very relation between the old and this 
new Philoſophy exiſts in corruption. 


The profeſſors of both agree in the neceſſity 
of having ſome Gods. But then they are Gods 
of their own faſhion. The Romans of old, 
through inſupportable pride, inſtead of ſub- 
mitting themſelves to their Gods, erected them- 
ſelves into their judges and cenſors. They de- 
liberated, in full ſenate, if they ſhould admit 
ſuch a God into their Capitol or not. Were 
it agreeable to the judges, he paſſed to the 
number of the Gods, but if the juridical ap- 
probation failed, he was rejected. So that if 
theſe pretended Gods did not pleaſe thoſe men, 
thoſe men decided that they were no longer 
Gods. What then muſt be the caſe with theſe 
men proſeſſing the impious principles of the 
new Philoſophy ? will they decide for the God 
of Chriſtianity or thole Gods of the Pagans ? 


The God of Chriſtianity they have alas reject- 
ed! Therefore man has every thing to fear from 
them; for the God formed by their caprice, 
is one whom they need not either love or dread: 


and 
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and ſurely he who deſpiſes his ſacred duties 
towards the divinity, will not regard his ſocial 
ones towards man. Such too was the princi- 
ple of ancient Pagamifm. Its difciples difarmed 
all ſeverity by forming their divinity into the 
God of paſſions and of crimes: whoſe commiſ- 
ſion therefore, inſtead of ſhame ſecured honor. 
Infamy, inceſt, and every ſhameful diſorder 
was -authoriſed by divine example. But the 
God -of Chriſtianity is holy and pure by the 
neceſhty-of his being, and is incapable, through 
all the artifice and torture of fpeculation, to be 
-accomodated with the 'fenſuality of paſſion or 
inclinations of crime. 


Hence it is that the Libertine knowing him 
to be ſuch, and deſpairing of being able to 
change him, diſavows him for his God. And 
if he does not give into the idolatrous errors of 
Paganiſm, he abandons himſelf to irreligion, 
erating from his mind every idea of the divi- 
nity, under the pretence, forſooth, of Philoſo- 
phy. But whether he be Atheiſt, or whether 
he be idolatrous, he is indeed to be lamented; - 
and that he is to be feared allo, I thall further 
prove, which leads me to my run point. 


When we conſider the effects of Chriſtianity 
and Philoſophy upon States, the ſuperiority 
of Chriſtianity beams forth like the Sun in pure 

and 


. 


. 

and tranſcendent luſtre above a duſky cloud. 
This pre-eminence is viſible in two indiſputable 
remarks upon theſe different ſyſtems. The 
firſt is, that thoſe philoſophers were unable to 
ſupport either themſelves, or the ſtates which 
protected them. Nor can this ſeem ſurpriſing 
from the picture, which we have placed before 
you. The next is, that the Chriſtian Reli— 
gion, on the contrary, by its purity and force 
triumphed over perſecution, proſpered with- 
out protection, and raiſed States and Society 
to an elevation unknown before. Jo ſubſtan- 
tiate thoſe truths, it is not neceſſary to have 
recourſe for proofs to the dark and diſtant ages: 
they are furniſhed by the unequivocal teſti— 
mony of more modern times. Greece periſhed, 
when its Philoſophy was at the higheſt. Rome 
fell when its dottrines and its ſchools were 
moſt flouriſhing. And France, that proſpered 
beneath Chriſtianity, . as its Philoſophy 
gained ground. 


If we examine the elevation of States, of 
individuals, or if we conſider their downfal, 
we ſhall find that there is no foundation ſo foltd 
for the one, no precaution ſo {ure againſt the 
other, as the ſimple principle of virtue. That 
ſyſtem therefore, which teaches this principle 
moſt fully, muſt be the beſt. In reſpect to 
man individually this argument cannot be de- 


C nied, 
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nied, ſocially too it muſt be admitted : for if 
no Government be bad, when well adminiſter- 
ed, and no Government be good if ill admi- 
niſtered, and if no Government can be well 
adminiſtered where immorality prevails,—con- 
ſequently—ſecure the moral and you ſecure 
the civil happineſs of Nations. But then what 
ſyſtem is the beſt to ſecure the moral hap- 
pineſs of men? It is that which teaches the 
ſimple principle of virtue moſt purely and 
moſt fully. And that ſyſtem is proved by 
its effects, to be Chriſtianity: which as far 
tranſcends philoſophy as Heaven doth Earth. 
Where can civil Legiſlation derive principles 
more ſublime? Or whence can religion draw 
precepts more pure? Theſe States, and thoſe 
religions, that have not known, or that have 
deviated from this baſis of Divine wiſdom, have 
all tottered into annihilation. Whatever is hu- 
man is periſhable, that which is divine is im- 
mortal, philoſophy is the morality of man, 
Chriſtianity is the religion of God. 


But as to the mock philoſophy of modern 
men what is it? Speculative corruption and 
daring immorality! It is a traiterous ſanction 
for vice, which ſeeks the introduction of licen— 
tious principles under the dignified cloak of an 
high ſounding name. Lamentable indeed 1s 
the caſe of thoſe, who ought to have been the 
conductors and inſtructors of mankind ! but 

who 
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who, fearing the immoral authors of thoſe doe - 
trines men of letters and libertiniſm, and who, 
hoping to conciliate or avert their penetration 
upon other points, did not dare to oppoſe, but 
protected their opinions. What a leſſon for 
us! Hence Chriſtianity fell. Hence the 
Septre has been ſhaken from the hands of Roy - 
alty: hence powers and poſſeſſions have been 
diſſipated: hence the crimes of the Nation are 
written in the blood of thouſands, and upon 
the tombs of Royal victims. Alas! and are we 
to have a repetition of thoſe crimes? Are we 
to ſet at nought the bleſſings and the curſes of 


Heaven? Are we to diffuſe thoſe dottrines over 


earth in the blood of millions of fellow creatures, 
friends, parents, brothers and children ? Oh! 
the ſoul ſtartles at the thought, and rifing with 
all the energy of virtue, rouſes every faculty 
of man to duty. It prompts the wiſe and the 
good to oppole with the power of reaſon, and 
all the purity of religion, the vicious precepts 
of a corrupt philoſophy: it warns the ſupc- 
rior claſſes of fociety, in particular, to inſtruct 
the people by the influence of example. The 
mode to correct them is to correct themſelves. 
The voice of religion calls upon us, the falva- 
tion of the State cries aloud, love your God 
and you love yourſelves. Search the records 
of hiſtory from the formation of the firſt to the 
downlal of the laſt State, and what do al! 
the volumes of their united wifdom unfold? 
E 2 Hear 
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Hear it in the affecting lamentations of paſt 
ages, ſee it in the unparralled horrors of the 
living time, oh feel it, feel it for yourſelves 
and your ſurrounding little ones, it 1s—that, 
relaxation in the morals of a Nation, how poliſhed 
ſoever by refinement, or aggravated by groſſneſs, muſt, 
if not checked, terminate in civil ruin: ** though 
flouriſhing to day, lo! to morrow, and it ſhall 
be gone.” Would you then exemplify this? Ah! 
never may it be viewed in Britain! conſider 
what are all theſe ſublime monuments of 
Grecian ſplendor, theſe piles of Roman gran- 
deur, now mouldering into duſt: what are 
thoſe feats of French magnilicence and pow- 
er, all overturned: they are the melancholy 
ruins of National depravity, the pictures of 
fallen manners, 


We, thank God! are not howeverabandoned 
wholly to deſpair: if we paſs from thoſe melan- 
choly ſcenes of corruption abroad and turn our 
view toward home. there is ſomething conſola- 
tory for the mind, ſome prop for hope to reſt 
upon: there is perhaps, if it ſo pleaſes the 
great and All-merciful creator, ſome ſecurity 
for us, that He, whom providence was graci— 
ouſly pleaſed to ſave of late for his manfold 
virtues, may tend ta ſave us by the influence 
of his good example. Inſtructed by him may 
the imitations of the great improve the morals 
of the people, and this Nation ſhall prove an 
happy 
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happy and a laſting Nation, powerful at home, 
reſpected abroad. But here how arduous, 
how melancholy becomes my taſk—How touch 
upon the outrage offered to thoſe hopes and 
thoſe virtues, how afllict your minds with the 
miſdeeds of others—Ah! it ſaddens all reflec - 
tion, like a cloud that iſſues from the bofom 
of darkneſs and hangs mourning upon the day. 
But thank God ! it is difhpated. The univerial 
breath of loyalty and glowing love has ſuc-. 
ceeded to this dark, this traiterous deſign. And 
juſtly too! for well might his Majeſty ſay, he 
did not deſerve this. No Jeruſalem! as exclaim- 
ed the Prophet, he never forgot thee, neither 
his God, nor his country. But you, you new 
philoſophers, with your enlarged” patriotiim 
your enlarged religion, you know neither--God 
and your country are loſt in the pretended vaſt- 
neſs of your heads, the pretended univerfality 
of your hearts. But away with your impious 
arrogance, when you behold in this Nation, 
the Majeſty of the throne vnited with the 
humility of religion! Let your abhorrence 
of ſuperiority be bowed Cown, when you 
view here the independance ol a Sovereign with 
the obedience of a Chriſtian: and bluſh in 
conſcious guilt, when you behold joined 
with the privilege of impunity, equity the 
moſt upright, probity the moſt exact. But 
ſuch are the virtues of true chriftianity; yours 
alas! the vices of falſe philoſophy. 
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Far be it however, from the purity of this 
place to flatter even Kings: No! when I ex- 
alt the Sovereign, I mean toexalt the Subject 
alſo. The trump of Fame muſt awaken cen- 
ſure, were it to ſound forth adulation; where- 
as, when it breathes inſtruction, and bears 
abroad truth, it 1s the organ of wiſdom awake- 
ening to virtue by examples, ſuch as God 
himfelf will praiſe, and which man, in order 
to be good, ſhould follow. | 


It is wiſe then in us to contemplate him, 
who, by his laws, rules over diſtant Nations of 
the Globe, who, by his power, ſupports our 
rights and confounds our enemies, kneeling be- 
fore the Lord as his ſuperior, faithful to his 
laws, zealous for his glory, and imploring the 
Almighty daily, for bleſſings upon his people. 
Hear the fatherleſs and the widows of fo ma- 
ny people and Nations put forth, amidſt their 
own calamities, their fervent prayers for him. 
Remember too, that beloved by his own peo- 
ple, they proved daily their paſſion for his 
welfare, when he was endangered by diſeaſe ; 
no heart was ſhut, every boſom was open, 
and his Majeſty's was not inſenſible to it—the 
Nation was touched: and neither King nor Peo- 
ple were underſerving of mutual love. He me- 
rits an attachment that he has taught us. But is 
there aught worthy of man or monarch that 


he has not learned from his religion and that 
Wi he 
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he does not teach by his virtues? As father, 
huſhand and friend, is he not tenderneſs and 
affection ; as ſubject to a ſupreme power, is he 
not all obedience; as ſovereign, is he not 
mild, benevolent and juſt ? as related to this 
Nation, he is alive to all your intereſts, watch- 
ful over your welfare, and jealous of your 
glory—oh! proud, as he is, to be born a Briton, 
Britons may be proud of him—he offers to 
monarchs a model for public conduct, to men 
an example of private virtues. But he loves 
better that we offer up prayers for him to God, 


than that we addreſs praiſes of him to man. 


ALMIGHTY LORD! it is to thee he attri- 
butes all glory, which coming but from thee be- 
longs to thee alone. If he be enlightencd in his 
councils, it is thy Wiſdom that inſpires them; 
if he be happy in his undertakings, it is thy Pro- 
vidence which guides them: if he be ſucceſs- 
ful in his battles, it is thy arm which gives 
victory: it is thy hand O Lord which crowns 
him in the midſt of proſperity, it is thy mercy 
that ſhields him in the midſt of danger. There 
reſts with us then, All-merciful Protector, 


nought farther to demand of thee for him, 


but that which he demands daily for us— Thy 
Salvation. Thou O Lord, who haſt ſtrength- 
ened the throne of this Nation, againſt ſo ma- 
ny enemies who have attacked it, firengthen 
the hcarts of his people againſt ſo many paſ- 
Hons that ſurround them. They have victories 
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to gain more glorious than thoſe which have 
been obtained for them, and thou haſt crowns 
to give him more precious than thoſe which 
Sovereigns wear. How ſmall, O Lord, were 
that immortality, which ages might ſeem to pro- 
miſe man, had he not that, which Thou alone 
canſt give him beyond all time. Conſecrate then 
O God! ſo many Royal virtues, by as many 
Chriſtian ones—he is the Protector and Defen< 
der of thy faith; enlarge the fund of religion 
which thou haſt-engraven upon his foul, make 
him holy as thou haſt made him great, and 
above all, teach his people by his good example, 
that they may be a laſting and an happy Na- 
tion, and that he, aſter having reigned long and 
ſecurely through thee, may reign eternally 
with thee. | 
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